Whenever mucus collects the nurse inserts a small sponge on a holder, keeping it well against the palate, so as to avoid contact with the stump, and without pushing it back so far as to touch the back wall of the pharynx, rotates the holder, and winds up the mucus on to the sponge. The thread in the stump should not be pulled on except there is respiratory difficulty, which is unlikely to occur unless mucus be allowed to collect. A nutrient enema is given soon after the operation, and repeated every three hours until the patient can take food; suppositories and brandy may be likewise administered. As soon as the patient has recovered from the anaesthetic he is fed with milk, eggs, and meat extracts through a tube, passed behind the stump between the fauce3. 
